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By Granby Care Home correspondent,
Hannan Musa
IT took us 2 minutes
to get to the care home.
When we got into the
care home, it was so hot
that I nearly melted!
I and my class went to
a place called Granby
Care Home. First of all,
we signed our names on
to a form.
We met these three
women called Christine,
Jean, and Beth. Beth
loves reading stories,
and so does Christine and
Jean.
We asked the women
some questions, and
then Beth read us a story
called ‘The Hundred Mile
an Hour Dog.’
First Beth read half a
page, and then Faisa and
Benny read the end of
chapter 1. We all had fun,
then we found out their
ages.
Christine is 53, Jean
was 51. Abdi guessed
how old Beth was.

Abdi said 35 but, she
was 36!
Then we all said goodbye to Christine, Jean
and Beth and after Jane
took us to this kind old
women called Maria
Obiamiwe.
Maria told us about
her life. Maria was born
in Nigeria. She has 15
grandchildren and 2
great grandchildren.
Maria was a nurse for
30 years! She had to quit
being a nurse because,
she wasn’t feeling very
well. I do hope she will
get better soon.
I really enjoyed listening to Maria.
And I hope I can visit
her again.
Before we all left Miss
Helen Clifton, sat our
group next to Maria, and
took a picture of all of us
together.
Before we left Maria
said that she loves us all
…forever!

SHARING KNOWLEDGE: Journalists learn from Maria Obiamiwe, 72

Pupils probe
Toxteth police

By Suad Jumeh, reporting from a conference held in the Year 5 classroom

QUESTIONING: Journalists with PCSO Chris and
PCSO Jane after the press conference

Find out what
makes the
Unity Project
unique

ALEX, Jamal, Jane and Chris
came to Kingsley Community
School to be questioned by
kids!
You have to train for two
years to become a police officer but you have to train for
six months to become a PCSO.
Police officers carry a baton
and CS gas but only the specially trained police officers
carry guns.
Even though they carry

their weapons everywhere
they have to have a good reason if they want to use them on
a criminal.
The favourite part of Jane’s
job is meeting the criminal’s
victims. “I love going to people’s houses to talk to them
to reassure them and to make
sure they are safe,” she said.
“We treat our police dogs like
humans,” Jamal said.
Police have to know when

Get greenfingered with
Growing
Granby

to stop and let the dogs sniff
out anything just in case they
ruin any chances of getting evidence.
Normally police use Spaniels,
German
Shepherds
and
Labradors.
Alex started her job in August
2005.“The worst part of my
job is seeing how unfortunate
some people are and I hate
dealing with people swearing
in my face,” explained Alex.

Kingsley staff
put on the
spot in the
hot seat
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Sharing wisdom across the
generations
By Suad Jumeh, Granby
Care Home correspondent

MARIA was visited on the
19th April 2012 by a group
from Kingsley Community
School in year 5.
Maria worked for thirty long
years but quit her job because
she was ill and couldn’t see
that much. She was in her
twenties when she gave
birth to her first child. Maria
has six children and fifteen
grandchildren but she says:
“I have lost my parents and if
I could, I would say sorry for
what I did in the past.”
“If I went back in time I
wouldn’t change anything for
the world we are in tells us
what to do. I have no right to
change that,” said Maria.
Maria has been in Britain
since 1961 but still says that

Reading
is a good
feeling

if she had the money she
would go back to her home
land in Nigeria.

“Even though she has
lots of loving children
and grand children
none of them has
visited her since she’d
been in the Granby
care home. A girl in my
group was so affected
by now and wanted to
cry!”
Even though she has lots
of loving children and grand
children none of them has
visited her since she’d been in
the Granby care home.
A girl in my group was so
affected by now and wanted

		

to

cry!
“If I retrieved my
eyesight I would
shout WOW is this
what I’ve been
missing?!” Maria
said.
Maria’s youngest daughter
at the age of five has the name
Melody.
”I love children and I hope
that you all have a very good
life,” she said.

Old people love
being helped

			
By Omar Muflahi, Granby Care Home Correspondent

By Hassan Ahmed, Granby
Care Home Correspondent

THE Reading Project,
which started around
three years ago, tries to
unite people with books.
This project runs in
schools, libraries, care
homes etc.
We met 4 people named
Christine, Jean, Beverley
and Jane, who were involved.
They were four of 500
people. The project grew
very quickly.
The north and southwest
of England are also involved.
When you read, it refreshes your mind.
Christine, Jean, Beverley and Jane said: “Don’t
judge a book from its
cover.”

LEARNING & LAUGHING:
Maria Obiamiwe and Jane
of the Reading Project share
a few life lessons

Age is no
barrier
to real
friendship

By Abdirahman Muhamed,
Granby Care Home
Correspondent

FASCINATED: Benny Musoke and Abdirahman Muhamed
listen intently to Maria whilst making notes

YEAR 5 interviewed an old lady called Maria Obiamiwe.
She told us about her life.
Maria Obiamiwe has 6 children, 15 grandchildren and 2
great grandchildren.
She used to be a nurse, because her mum inspired her.
She used to watch her mum do everything.
Maria Obiamiwe got blind due to old age. She said: “I
wish to get my eyesight back to see all of you.”
She would love to go to Africa where her family is.
Maria said: “All the nurses in the care home are my
friends.”

THE care home in
Granby Street is for old
sick people that live in
Granby Street.
We met one of the elderly
people in the care home
called Maria Obiamiwe.
Maria is 72 years old.
Maria’s first baby was
born at 1955.
Maria used to be a midwife as well as her mum
being a midwife.
“I love kids,” she said.
This is one of the phrases
she said when we met
her.
Despite the fact she is old
she still likes us.
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TRANSFORMING DERELICTION INTO DESIGN: L - R: Ali Moslemzadeh, Sameh Salim, Mariam Abdullah, Daniel Creighton, and Petra Benekova are impressed by the community allotment Growing Granby have created out of abandoned land

Returning Toxteth to fields

By Ali Moslemzadeh, reporting from Growing Granby
IT was Thursday, 19 April
2012 and some of Year 5 went
out to Growing Granby to learn
about the things they grow.
The woman who assisted them
was called Jean and she told
them about the plants and one
of the plants she showed us was
the chicory plant and Miss Clif-

ton ate some of it and it wasn’t
even washed. EEEE!!!
Did you know that a patch of
planted potatoes next to each
other is called a drill?
After a while we went to look at
the vegetables and we were really amazed about the amount of
fruit and vegetables they had.
They had, garlic, apple trees,
strawberries, blackberries, peas,
and carrots. Finally Jean told

us, “there used to be 99 to 105
houses on this land”. After one
hour and forty minutes we returned to school with lots of interesting facts.
Then Jean showed us two old
maps the small one was made in
1850 and the big one was made
in 1678. THAT IS OLD!!!
Now you’re probably thinking what has that got to do with
growing Granby, well it does be-

cause Jean showed us that so we
know that in the olden days Toxteth was all fields.
She was trying to tell us that
there isn’t any more of the fields
with fruit so they built Growing
Granby.
In the end Jean told us that she
was 72 years old. SHE IS THE
OLDEST LADY I HAVE SEEN IN
MY LIFE!!!

Creating beauty from bricks

By Sameh Salim, reporting
from Growing Granby

JEAN Grant has been working in the Growing Granby
garden and half of Year 5
have been interviewing her
and her friend Anna.
Anna had been growing vegetables, especially potatoes.
Anna said that she loved potatoes and that was why she
planted them. She planted
them in drills.
Anna and Jean planted veg-

etable sections and fruit sections and also pretty flowers.
They were wonderful.
Jean Grant has also been
growing sedum flowers that
happen to grow on mountains. Anna grows garlic, cabbage, broccoli and strawberry.
Jean Grant thinks planting
makes her responsible.
Anna said that the Growing
Granby site used to have massive houses on it which were
numbered from 99 to 105 DRILLING: Sameh learns about
houses.
growing potatoes from Anna

Jean Grant said she had a
really old, old map to show us
which showed the old times
when Growing Granby was
filled with fields.
She told us that she had a
little version of the map. She
told us that the big map was
made in 1678. It was quite old.
We had so much fun and
Jean really loved coming in to
Kingsley Community School.
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THAT’S GOT TO BE HARD: Marcus, a regular at the Unity gym shows Abdilahi Musse, Paul Roxburgh,
Ahmed Mustawy, and Mannsour Yasser around the equipment

The Unity unites with other cultures

By Paul Roxburgh, reporting
from the Unity Youth Centre

YOU have to press the buzzer
to get into the building and the
Lottery is supporting the Unity
because of the problems.
In the first room they had a
timetable of all of the activities
that they do and here is what
they do: boxing, football and
roller blades.
Then we went into the next
room they was a computer

room and Ricky the Manager of
the Unity was telling us that
about a year ago there was a
flood.
He and the rest of the staff
had to cover all of the computers but luckily none of the
computers were damaged.
Then Ricky took us over to
the books and he then said
that he loves maths and physics and his next step would be
a physics teacher.
And then we went into the

hall and it was massive and
it is used for lots of stuff like
roller skating and football and
lots of other things.
Then Ricky took us into the
Gym were Marcus was training , for example, picking up
weights that will weigh about
155 kg.
And that was only the small
weights , and he was doing 125
on the big weights, and that’s
got to be hard because it is really big.

We asked him how old he is
and he said he is 30 years old.
We also asked him how long
works out for and he said
about an hour, or sometimes, if
he is tired he will be there for
half an hour.
Then Ricky took us into the
girl’s room. We then asked
Ricky how old he is , and he
said I am 43 years of age.
Then we got a picture with
Marcus and then we went.

Flood woes cause panic Fixing funds needed

By Abdilahi Musse, reporting
from the Unity Youth Centre
A GROUP of Year 5 children
went to the Unity and interviewed the staff there about the
community.
A year ago the computer room
flooded and all the water was
coming in through the roof, the
lights, and a hole in a roof.
They got £500,000 and they
are now trying to get £200,000.
If they get this money they will
be able to get a new and improved
centre. Ricky said if he wins the
Lottery tomorrow he would do
his job for free.

By Ahmed Mustawy, reporting
from the Unity Youth Centre

“A year ago, the computer room flooded and
all the water was com- PART of Year 5 went to the
Unity. Ricky is the manager of
ing in through the roof, the Unity; Ricky is 43 years old
the lights, and a hole in a and he is turning 44 this year.
A year ago in the Unity there
roof.”
The Unity is on Solway West. It
was built in 1963. Ricky said he
wanted to help and support children.
Marcus, who works out in the
gym, said he likes coming here,
‘Because its not crowded so he’s
doesn’t feel like he’s doing a
show for lots of people.’

was a flood and all the water was
coming out of the roof and lights.
There was a hole in the roof.
They need money, approximately £200,000 to fix the Unity
roof. Ricky really likes maths.
He said he would not like to get
paid because he likes to help children.

LISTENING: Ahmed takes
notes in the Unity’s sports hall
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Armed, but
still human

By Hassan Ahmed,
reporting from a
conference held in the Year
5 classroom

A POLICE officer named
Alex and 2 PCSOs called
Chris and Jane kindly
came to our school to answer our quite intensive
questions.
Firstly, it takes up to 2
years to become a police
officer, but it takes up
to 6 months to become a
PCSO.
For police officers, you

have to be specially
trained to have certain
things like guns, batons,
tasers etc.
Officer Alex wanted to
be an inspector, which
means she will need a
couple more months in
training.
PCSO Chris would like
to join the dog patrol because he bonds with dogs.
Jane said: “I’m kind of
scared of the dark.”

INTENSIVE QUESTIONS: Police Officer Alex, PCSO Jane and
PCSO Chris listen carefully to a tough question asked by one of
the Year 5 journalists

Helping people
Keeping you
biggest motive safe and sound

By Faisa Abdi, reporting
from a conference held in
the Year 5 classroom

job is to control people swearing.
Police dogs get looked after
and treated like a police offiPCSOs Jane and Chris are cer. Alex said she finds concommunity-based. They visit trolling the public difficult at
people to see if they are OK if times.
there is a robbery or anything
She also said it is hard somebad.
times to tell a real gun from
Alex works about 10 hours a fake gun. You have to be a
a day. She trained for 2 years specially trained police officer
to become a police officer. And to be able to carry a gun.
all that time she has never
Alex wanted to be a police
been terrified and alone.
officer because she wants to
The really hard bit of Alex’s help people.

By Benny Musoke, reporting from a conference held
in the Year 5 classroom

ALEX was trained for 2 years
to become a police officer. It took
6 months for Jane to become a
PCSO. Jane got her job from the
internet. She was picked to be a
PCSO, but she wants to be a police officer like Alex, so she can
help people.
Chris said they would go out
and ask people if they were part
of the gang after the crime has
happened, and after the burglers

are caught and arrested. They
would ask neighbours if they saw
anything last night. It took a lot
of hard work to be a police officer.
Alex would have to deal with
tough people and mental people.
She would make sure that everyone was safe and sound.
They would use German Shepherd dogs to sniff out where the
criminals are. They would also
use spaniels too for that job. And
if ySu would retire you wouldn’t
keep the dog because the dog is
like a police officer.

Top dogs treated like officers

The police treat their animals, By Mohamed Hersi,
By Mannsour Yasser,
reporting from a conference like Labradors, Spaniels, Ger- reporting from a conference
held in the Year 5 classroom man Shepherds and horses, like held in the Year 5
humans.
classroom

JANE is a PCSO and she
wants to help people. So she
quit her old job in the Job Centre and became a PCSO (Police
Community Support Officer).
Jane is scared of the dark. Her
dream would be to become a police officer. She works 10 hours a
day.
The hardest thing about her
job is to tell the difference between a real gun and a fake gun.
No-one inspired her to do the job;
she never wants to leave her job.

AND RELAX: Some of the Year 5 journalists have a laugh with
PCSOs Jane and Chris and PC Alex after the conference

YEAR 5 pupils have been interviewing police officer Alex and
PCSOs Chris and Jane.
When asked, Alex said they have
different breeds of dogs such as
German Shepherds, Labradors and
Spaniels.
Spaniels are the specialist dogs for
sniffing out drugs.
PC Jamal said: “We treat dogs like
humans. The dogs are registered as
officers.”
To be part of the dog patrol you
have to go through strict training,
and have a good reason to use a
weapon.
Only armed response officers could
use weapons. All officers including
PCSOs wear bullet proof vests to
protect them.
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The BIG question:
What’s GOOD and BAD about
living in L8?

Faisa Abdi & Simona Sinkeviciute
interviewed by Rezwana Begum

Abdilahi Musse
interviewed by
Ahmed Mustawy

Ahmed Mustawy
interviewed by
Paul Roxburgh

I have been interviewing Simona and Faisa and asking
them what they like about toxeth or dislike about Toxteth.
Simona said: “I like Toxteth because I have lots of friends
to play with!”
After when I wrote what she said I asked Faisa the same
question, but she said: “I like Toxteth because I like to meet
lots of people.”
After that I said to Simona. “What don’t you like about
Toxteth?” She then said, “There’s lots of bad boys and they
come and fight a lot.”
Then I asked Faisa the same question. She said: “What I
don’t like about Toxteth is that there are bad gangs and bad
people.”

Is Toxteth a good place
to live? We get Abdilahi’s
thoughts on this subject.
He likes to eat at the takeaway. He said: “My favourite
food is the Donner Meat Pizza.”
He likes the park because
he can play football with his
friends. However he doesn’t
think Toxteth is a safe place
to live. “One day,” he said,
“the police closed the streets
around my house and I was
not allowed out!”

Ahmed likes good people
and making friends. And
Ahmed likes good friends who
help him and he also likes the
neighbours.
Ahmed doesn’t like bullying,
and he doesn’t like bad people
and he doesn’t like people who
do bad things. Ahmed doesn’t
like weapons or knives and
Ahmed doesn’t like gun crime
or knife crime.
And Ahmed doesn’t like murders but he likes the shops on
Lodge Lane and he also likes
take-aways.

Ann Mukbil
interviewed by
Sameh Salim

Benny Musoke
interviewed by
Daniel Creighton

Ann is 10 years old and she
lives in Lodge Lane. Ann has
lived in Toxteth for two years,
however she used to live in
Yemen.
Ann said her house in Yemen
was really small, and they
shouted all night, and poor
Ann couldn’t sleep.
Ann likes Toxteth because
she wants to learn English and
meet people and make friends.
Ann doesn’t want to change
anything
about
Toxteth
because it is, “so quiet and it is
really relaxing.”

This is a interview about a boy
called
Benny.
He said, “I like Toxteth because it is
a nice safe area and my school is very
nice.” He does not like it because they
do not have any new houses and too
many car parks.
Also they have too many bumps
on the road and too many dogs and
cats and rats! Benny said he hates
Toxteth because there is only two
parks and he wants five parks. He
likes the new stuff. Benny said: “I
would not like to move because I
found out that there is more then
two parks and it is a safe environment.” He hates all the houses. He
likes Toxteth because it is very large!
WOW. Benny said: “The roads are too
rough.” And he hates the houses on
the grass. And back yards.

Paul Roxburgh
interviewed by
Abdliahi Musse

Paul Roxburgh kindly agreed
to an interview where he gave
his thoughts about Toxteth, a
place were he lives.
Paul said he likes to go to the
park because there is lots of
things to do, like playing football, picnics and feeding the
ducks.
He especially likes bonfire
night in the park, because
there is a big firework display.
Although he likes certain
things in Toxteth, he doesn’t
like, guns, gun crimes and robbers.

Leena Saeed
interviewed by
Lauren Santos

I was interviewing Leena
(friend) about Toxteth and
friends.
She said: “It’s a great place to
live in because of the shops and
nice people as well as going swimming with her friends.” Also the
nice activities on offer in the area.
She says she does NOT like bullies
and mean girls.
She doesn’t like gangs of dangerous boys and people that are
really mean. She said: “Most of
my family live in Yemen and
some in Toxteth and my family
like it because her friends all live
here and we all like going to town
together.”
Leena loves Toxteth.
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......the Year 5 journalists
interviewed each other to find
out..........
Hannan Musa, in her own words

Daniel Creighton
interviewed by
Ali Moslemzadeh

Sian Kanu
interviewed by
Mariam Abdullah

I like Toxteth because, I have a really nice neighbourhood. My neighbours are really helpful, like one day my new neighbours came to
our house and gave us a delicious plate of blueberry muffins. I dislike
Toxteth because, there are always teenage gangs hanging around. My
Nan’s next door neighbour’s son got shot. He got shot because he was
out late at night. I’ve been bullied on my street before, a teenage gang
came round to me and started to pull my hair and kick me until I gave
them some money. My mum came to Toxteth because, there is an army
at Yemen and my mum’s daughter Rayanne was in Liverpool. So that
is why my mum came to Toxteth. All the people who live on my street
are very nice, especially Tommy. Tommy is very nice because, when
my mum was having a baby, Tommy looked after me. He is very nice.
Tommy has three dogs but one of his dogs died. I wouldn’t change anything about Toxteth because, I like Toxteth the way it is! I like it the
way it is because, I do swimming, gymnastics, trampolining and also
football. That is why I love Toxteth, it is in my heart…forever!

This is a story about a boy called
Daniel and why he decided to live in
Toxteth.
First Daniel said: “I like Toxteth
because of all the activities that
Toxteth has, for example, the Unity.”
Another thing that Daniel likes is
that he meets lots of new people.
But the thing that he does not like
about Toxteth is all the gangs of teenagers.
Daniel said: “I came to Liverpool
in Toxteth because in my old home
called Widnes there was even more
gangs than Toxteth.”
Finally Daniel decided that he likes
Toxteth more than Widnes.

Sian lived in Liverpool for
10 years. His mum moved
to Toxteth to be by their
family.
Sian lived in Liverpool all
his life. He lives nearby family and friends and the park.
Sian like his friends and
also the Unity and he enjoys
going to the park on his bike.
Sian likes running and
playing football.

Mohamed Hersi
interviewed by
Omar Muflahi

Omar interviewed Mohamed
Hersi. Does he tell the truth?
Although Mohamed and
Zanab were born in England
all his other family were born
in Somalia.
Mohamed Hersi has not
moved out of Toxteth for 12
years.
Mohamed said: “I love Toxteth
and I wish never to move out
of the area.” Mohamed loves
using some of the projects like
the Unity and the Method projects, where you can play football.
Mohamed lives by Kingsley
School.

Suad Jumeh (pictured left) & and Yasmin
Nooh interviewed by
Wadia Mansour (pictured right)

Wadia has been interviewing Suad and Yasmin
about what they like about Toxteth and why.
Yasmin loves Toxteth because she has lots of
friends and she loves them so much.
Suad’s opinion about Toxteth is that Toxteth is
a pretty place.
Yasmin wishes that she lived in Lodge Lane
because the shops are right next to her and
there are lots of people to become friends with.
Suad suggested more fields and less pavement.

Petra Benekova
interviewed by
Vojtech Voros

Petra was born in the
Czech Republic.
Petra came to Liverpool in
2011.
Petra first lived in
Kensington but they were
bullied by gangs of teenagers with dogs like rottweilers, pitbulls and staffy dogs.
Her family had to move to
Toxteth.
Petra likes living in
Toxteth because she does
not have to pay for buses,
because it is near to school
and the Unity.

Page 8

The Kingsley Kanga News

July 2012

A unified way
to get healthy
By Rezwana Begum, reporting from the Unity Centre
SOME of Year 5 went to the
Unity. When we got to the Unity
there was a man called Ricky. He
was the Unity manager.
He showed us a wall with a
lovely picture of what the Unity
people did over the years.
Ricky showed us the computer
room. Then he said: “The computer room was wet because the
roof had holes and it was leaking.
So we put bin bags on the computer.
“It was really scary because
water was in the socket!”
Ricky started at the Unity in
2001. He became a manager in
2006.

He took us to the girl’s room
and we all took pictures and
we discussed the Unity. He said:
“The centre needs £500,000 to
be new.” He also said: “The Unity
was bulit in 1963.”
Then I said to Ricky, “How old
are you?” Then he said: “I am 43
years old.” Then we all wrote it
down in our books.
Ricky showed us the pool tables; one for olders and one for
the juniors to play pool.
Ricky showed us the hall. In
the hall you can do any sports or
hard circuit fitness.
Every Monday, Wednesday,
and Friday there is always fitness.
Then we went back to school.

TIME OUT: Ann Mukbil, Jean Grant of Growing Granby, Sameh
Salim, Mariam Abdullah, Vojtech Voros, Daniel Creighton, Ali Moslemzadeh and Petra Benekova relax on the recycled brick bench

When Granby A gift for the
was all fields community

By Vojtech Voros, reporting
from Growing Granby

Anna took us to a place
where they plant potatoes and
showed us strawberries growOn Thursday 19 April 2012, ing.
some year 5 pupils went to
Later we went back to school
Growing Granby. There they with Jean and looked at two
met a 72 year old lady called types of map. She had one
Jean Grant. Jean took us into small one and one big one.
the garden and gave us some
The small one was made in
thing called chicory, a plant 1850 but the big one was a lot
like lettuce to taste.
older. It was made in 1678.
Two boys called Ali and Vo- The map showed different
jtech nearly vomited, because places. Did you know that
it tasted horrible. After that Growing Granby use to be
another lady came called farm land?
Anna.

By Mariam Abdullah, reporting from Growing Granby

a blackberry plant and there
were all types of potatoes and
drills of potatoes.
Jean Grant told us about
Anna, a volunteer, said: “I
Growing Granby. The flower will put some manure on it.”
beds were concrete that used She had a flower called an arto be in the back gardens of tichoke flower.
demolished houses. It was
And they even had a root
fashionable.
stock of apple trees and strawThere was a mountain flower berry plant and blueberry
and chicory flower. There flowers. There were 11 to 12
were 10 people that helped drills of potatoes. There were
Jean. She would eat apple and northern apples.
cheese for lunch.
There used to be a field from
In the Growing Granby area Smithdown Road to Upper
there were peach trees and Parliament Street.

Fruits of labour Recycle, renew

By Ann Mukbil, reporting
from Growing Granby

By Daniel Creighton, reportbages, garlic and carrot.
After the tour Jean showed ing from Growing Granby
the pupils a map dated from
ON the 19th of April, 2012 1850, which showed what ToxSOME of Year 5 went to
some year 5 pupils visited teth looked like a long time ag Growing Granby, a place
Jean Grant from the Growing o.
where houses had been demolGranby Project.
The Growing Granby Project
site was built on the former
back gardens of old, terraced
houses that were demolished.
On the site Anna, a lady
from Ireland, showed the pupils apple trees, fruit plants
like strawberries and blackberries. Also growing were
vegetables, like potatoes, cab- LOCAL HISTORY: Two maps of Toxteth from 1850 and 1678

ished. There is now a patch of
land. What happened there?
Let’s find out. We went to interview Jean. On the site now
are lots of plants growing, for
example chicory and garlic.
We met a 72-year-old woman
called Jean growing plants,
transforming the land into a
garden. She recycled everything there and made a bench
out of bricks! WOW! Jean was
68 years old when she started
this fantastic project.
She said: “We took a patch of
demolished houses and made
plants, vegetables and fruit.”
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Ambition to The gorgeous
inspire youth girl’s room
achievement

one gets bullied I will try to
solve it and make them happy
and comfortable.”
SOME of Year 5 and I went
You can even take reading
to the Unity. When we first books home to read.
got there we saw a man called
Ricky showed us the sport
Ricky and he is 43 years old.
hall where you can play footHe started to work in the Unity ball, outdoor cricket and roller
in 2001 and
skating, then
became a manRicky showed
ager in 2006.
us the gym and
There were
said that the
lots of displays
gym is the worst
and on one it
because there’s
showed which
lots of leaking
days where
in there and I
you can do boxasked, “Was it
ing, swimming,
expensive for
pizza night and
all the workout
Ricky Jones,
zumba. They
stuff?”
even went to Unity Centre Manager He replied that
Blackpool.
the young people
The building was built in 1963 helped get £10,000 to buy the
and when it’s raining the roof is workout stuff.
always leaking so Ricky sent an
Ricky likes to work with chilapplication to receive £500,000 dren and young people because
grant to build a new nice Unity he wants to help them with
with no leaking roof.
their college and homework.
Ricky showed us the computer Ricky’s life inspiration is to be
room and said that there was an a physics teacher and Ricky’s
accident in the computer room wish is to get a new nice centre
and water was really pouring with no leaking roofs and the
into the room, but luckily Ricky sweetest thing he said was: “If
put bin bags over all the com- I win the lottery I would work
puters and saved them.
for free.”
Then Ricky showed us a bullying display and said: “If some-

By Simona Sinkeviciute, reporting from the Unity Centre

“If I win
the lottery I
would work
for free.”

THOUGHT-PROVOKING: Manager of the Unity Centre
Ricky answers a question posed by journalist Paul Roxburgh

CHILLING OUT: Lauren Santos, Leena Saeed, Simona
Sinkeviciute, and Rezwana Begum take notes in the
Unity’s special girl’s room
WHEN we got to the Unity
we saw so many posters and
displays on walls they really
stood out because of all the
bright colours.
And most of the displays
were telling us what activity
would be on, like swimming
on Thursdays and Wednesday. The Unity is also open
till 3 to 6 Monday to
Friday. Another fascinating
fact would be
that if
outside it
would rain a
bit too
much and
ever so hard
the roofs
and little
pipes would
start to leak
and Ricky
said one
year ago
there had
been a flood. He also said:
“This is a very old building.”
His lifetime dream is to have
a nice new pretty building he
would knock walls down to
make this building into new.
He would keep the buildings
shape though. Then we went
into the pretty pink girls
room. I loved it!
The girl’s room only was decorated with gorgeous flow

By Lauren Santos, reporting
from the Unity Centre
ers with different colours
and yellow painted bells on
windows. There was also a
gym!!!!!! When there was
a flood that year ago everybody in the computer room
where the flood was were all
panicking so they had to put
some paper bags all over
			
the com
			
puters to
			
not make
			
damage
			
to them.
			
Lucky
			
no com
			
puters
			
got dam
			
aged with
			
water.
			
The Unity
			
was 		
			
built in
1903!!!!
But Ricky started in 2001.
There are so many different activities. One day they
got roller skates. Oh, and
on Wednesday it’s a bit of
Zumba.“I love maths its my
best subject”, said Ricky.
He is 43 years old, but looks
younger. He wanted to have
a new centre that’s warm
with lights that work all year
round.

“The girl’s room
only was decorated with gorgeous
flowers with different colours
and yellow
painted bells on
windows”
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Mrs Lee in
the office

By Wadia Mansour,
Kingsley staff
correspondent
MRS Lee tells Year 5
about herself.
Mrs Lee types all day
and the most hardest
thing that Mrs Lee has to
do is carry the fruit on the
trolley.
The most fun that Mrs
Lee loves to do is going
around the school.
Mrs Lee has been inspired to work in Kingsley School in the office.

Mrs Lee said: ”I wish that
everyone is happy and I’ll
see your children come to
Kingsley School and see
the generations grow up.”
Mrs Lee has been working in Kingsley school for
11 years.
Mrs Lee started working in Kingsley School in
June 2000.
Also, Mrs Lee has ten
years to retire.
Mrs Lee used to be a dinner lady in the old school. PREPARED: Journalists have questions written
down ready to quiz staff

By Daniel Creighton,
Kingsley staff
correspondent

to do the job and she
accepted it because
she wanted to help the
school.
She works at Kingsley
and does lots of stuff.
Miss Lee said: “I want
to continue working.”
Keep going Miss Lee
you are doing great!!!
Miss Lee said: “I want
to be happy, not rich
and famous.”

Busy Miss
Lee!

SHE is on the computer for 1 hour.
Who is it……..It is
Miiiiis Lee!!!! Miss Lee
loves her fantastic job!
She works hard in the
office as well as walking around and not
staying in one room.
Miss Lee was asked

Happiness,
not fame

By Sian Kanu,
Kingsley staff
correspondent

MRS Lee has experienced many generations growing up.
Mrs Lee said, “all the
children inspire her at
Kingsley School.”
She has worked at
Kingsley school for almost 12 years.

Before this Mrs Lee
was a dinner lady in
the old Granby School.
Mrs Lee loves gardening in her spare time.
When Mrs Lee was
asked would she retire
if she won the lottery,
she said: “NO! I don’t
want to be rich or famous. I want to keep
working.”

Miss Lee sees generations grow

By Petra Benekova,
Kingsley staff
correspondent

school.”
By Leena Saeed,
Her hobbies are garden- Kingsley staff
ing. and learning.
correspondent
She also said: “You all in-

job.
Miss Lee started her
job in 11th June 2000.
MISS Lee loves her She does not like lifting the fruit on the
trolley.
She likes gardening
in her spare time.
She doesn’t want to
be rich and famous,
she wants to be happy.

MISS Lee was asked to do
this job. She used to work spire me.”
as a dinner lady. Miss lee
has ten years to retire, but
she is still happy.
Miss Lee the office receptionist of Kingsley community school started her job
on 11 June, 2000.
She said: “I see you growing and I see you learning
and your kids coming to the CONCENTRATION: Journalists write up their stories
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The Good Society
Project
This newspaper has been brought to you as part
of the Good Society project, run by Churches
Together in Britain and Ireland.
The Good Society project is travelling the
country to understand what is important for a
just, healthy and happy society, documenting
those who are committed to strengthening
communities and challenging inequalities.
To learn more about the project and to get in
touch, go to www.agoodsociety.org or
www.ctbi.org.uk

Editorial:
Community spirit
thrives in Toxteth
Despite an often negative image, we found that
Toxteth is a pretty good place to be young.
Why? Well, as we discovered, the most important
ingredient is the people.
People like Ricky of the Unity Youth Centre, Jean
of Growing Granby allotment and orchard project,
and Jane of the Sure Start centre are supporting the
community to be strong, healthy and happy. They are
creative and determined; they work hard only for the
reward of seeing results.
They have put huge effort into transforming the
environment, so that everyone can appreciate the joys
of growing plants and vegetables. They ensure that
young people spend their time wisely whilst having
fun and making friends. And they are helping older
people become an integral part of the community, so
they no longer feel lonely or excluded.
And as we can see from the interviews on pages 7
and 8, the Year 5 students of Kingsley Primary have
all benefited. Although Toxteth still has problems, our
great neighbours, the parks, the sports facilities, the
closeness to the city, the local shops and the Unity
mean many of us love living here.
Indeed, those who have moved to Toxteth much
prefer it. As one journalist said, “Toxteth, it is in my
heart.....forever!”
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Thank you!
Reporting team: Faisa Abdi, Mariam Abdullah, Hassan Ahmed, Rezwana Begum, Petra
Benekova, Daniel Creighton, Mohamed Hersi,
Suad Jumeh, Sian Kanu, Wadia Mansour, Ali
Moslemzadeh, Omar Muflahi, Abdirahman Muhamed, Ann Mukbil, Benny Musoke, Hannan
Mussa, Abdilahi Musse, Ahmed Mustawy, Yasmin Nooh, Paul Roxburgh, Leena Saeed, Sameh
Salim, Lauren Santos, Simona Sinkeviciute,
Vojtech Voros, and Mannsour Yasser.
Edited by Helen Clifton, www.helenclifton.
com
Newspaper Club is a service that helps anyone make their own newspapers.
www.newspaperclub.com

WE hope that you have enjoyed the first edition of the Kingsley
Kanga News.....and that this will be the first of many.
We would like to thank all the amazing people of Toxteth and
Kingsley Primary who made our job as reporters such fun.
In particular, we would like to thank Jean Grant of Growing
Granby for her wonderful tour of the community allotment and
orchard - we especially loved the maps. And to Anna for showing
us all she knows about potatoes.
Many thanks to Unity Centre manager Ricky for his time and
effort in giving us such a thorough tour of the centre - and also to
gym regular Marcus for showing us round the weights!
Thank to you Maria Obiamiwe for her wisdom. We learnt so
much. And thank you to Jane of the Sure Start Centre for showing
us why ‘reading is a good feeling.....’
Thanks to PC Jamal al-Shabazz for introducing us to PCSOs
Jane and Chris and PC Alex, who gave us the inside knowledge
on the reality of being in the police.
‘Busy’ Miss Lee and Miss Hughes - thanks for putting yourselves
in the hot seat and answering all our (awkward) questions so
honestly!
And, last but not least, thanks to Mrs Connolly and Mrs Rees for
all your support and help.

