
MARIA was visited on the 
19th April 2012 by a group 
from Kingsley Community 
School in year 5.

Maria worked for  thirty long 
years but quit her job because 
she was ill and couldn’t see 
that much. She was in her 
twenties when she gave 
birth to her first child. Maria 
has six children and fifteen 
grandchildren but she says: 
“I have lost my parents and if 
I could, I would say sorry for 
what I did in the past.”

“If I went back in time I 
wouldn’t change anything for 
the world we are in tells us 
what to do. I have no right to 
change that,” said Maria.

Maria has been in Britain 
since 1961 but still says that 

if she had the money she 
would go back to her home 
land in Nigeria. 

“Even though she has 
lots of loving children 

and grand children 
none of them has 

visited her since she’d 
been in the Granby 

care home. A girl in my 
group was so affected 
by now and wanted to 

cry!”

Even though she has lots 
of loving children and grand 
children none of them has 
visited her since she’d been in 
the Granby care home. 

A girl in my group was so 
affected by now and wanted 

t o 
cry!

“If I retrieved my 
eyesight I would 
shout WOW is this 
what I’ve been 
missing?!” Maria 
said.

Maria’s youngest daughter 
at the age of five has the name 
Melody. 

”I love children and I hope 
that you all have a very good 
life,” she said.
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Sharing wisdom across the 
generations

By Suad Jumeh, Granby 
Care Home correspondent

LEARNING & LAUGHING: 
Maria Obiamiwe and Jane 

of the Reading Project share 
a few life lessons

FASCINATED: Benny Musoke and Abdirahman Muhamed 
listen intently to Maria whilst making notes

Old people love 
being helped

By Hassan Ahmed, Granby 
Care Home Correspondent

Age is no 
barrier 
to real 
friend-

ship
By Abdirahman Muhamed, 
Granby Care Home 
Correspondent

     
By Omar Muflahi, Granby Care Home Correspondent

Reading 
is a good 
feeling

THE Reading Project, 
which started around 
three years ago, tries to 
unite people with books. 
This project runs in 
schools, libraries, care 
homes etc. 
We met 4 people named 
Christine, Jean, Beverley 
and Jane, who were in-
volved. 
They were four of 500 
people. The project grew 
very quickly. 
The north and southwest 
of England are also in-
volved. 
When you read, it re-
freshes your mind. 
Christine, Jean, Bever-
ley and Jane said: “Don’t 
judge a book from its 
cover.”

YEAR 5 interviewed an old lady called Maria Obiamiwe. 
She told us about her life.
Maria Obiamiwe has 6 children, 15 grandchildren and 2 
great grandchildren.
She used to be a nurse, because her mum inspired her. 
She used to watch her mum do everything.
Maria Obiamiwe got blind due to old age. She said: “I 
wish to get my eyesight back to see all of you.” 
She would love to go to Africa where her family is. 
Maria said: “All the nurses in the care home are my 
friends.”  

THE care home in 
Granby Street is for old 
sick people that live in 
Granby Street. 
We met one of the elderly 
people in the care home 
called Maria Obiamiwe. 
Maria is 72 years old. 
Maria’s first baby was 
born at 1955. 
Maria used to be a mid-
wife as well as her mum 
being a midwife.
“I love kids,” she said. 
This is one of the phrases 
she said when we met 
her. 
Despite the fact she is old 
she still likes us. 


